Halloween 2009

In-A- Nutshell

News and fun for members of the Oakie the Oakhurst® Acorn Fan Club

ﬂappy Fall, CalGe Fer®

E L]_L« is here again. Summer says, “See you next year!”,
and Winter says, “See you soon!” One thing all of us in New
ngland can look forward to is
the change of seasons!

| hope you had a
supertastic Summer,
filled with fun and
adventure. | sure was busy seeing
a lot of you at events like parades,
Sea Dogs games, store openings,
community celebrations, road
races and my first-ever
riathlon event. And
who knows where I’ll




ack-o’-lanterns,

black cats,
ghosts, goblins
and witches
are all part of
Halloween—a
holiday that’s
1000s of years old!
Originally, Halloween was
observed a lo-0-ong time ago, by a people
called the Celts, who lived in Europe, where
England and northern France are now (Can you
find England and France on a map? | can). The last
of the crops were harvested, and people started
storing their food for the cold, dark months ahead.
On October 31st, Celtic priests would light huge
bonfires on many hilltops to celebrate the end of
summer and the beginning of winter, and to keep
the evil spirits of the darker, colder months away!

Families and friends got together for lots of feasting
and parading in costumes that they made. Even
then, the kids went trick-or-treating in the villages,
but they’d get bread, cheese, eggs, apples and,
sometimes, money for treats! There wasn’t any
candy or Oakhurst chocolate milk back then!

Later, Christians chose this time of year to honor
holy people who had died. They called the first
day of November “All Hallows’ Day”.
The night before was called
“All Hallows’ Eve,” which
became our “Halloween”!

. The custom of Halloween
. as we know it today was
. brought to the United
States in the 1840s
by Irish immigrants
fleeing the potato
~ famine in their country.
Their customs were
much brighter and happier,
filled with chants, games and pranks, and
the pumpkin became a part of this celebration.

In the 1920s, big Halloween parties were very
popular with adults, with lots of fancy foods and
costumes. By the 1950s and 1960s, parties and
trick-or-treating became more popular for kids, and
Halloween decorations, masks and costumes were
available in stores. Today, lots of families decorate
their homes. Many yards have more decorations
for Halloween than for any other holiday! And

there are so many terrific costumes—a lot of them
homemade, too!

Does your family have any fun, Halloween
traditions? What’s your favorite costume? Let me
know by writing to me at oakie@oakhurstdairy.com.

If you liked reading my “Handful Of Halloween
History,” you can find a whole bunch more about
the holiday by going to your local library, or by
searching on your
. computer at home.
ﬁ It’s really interesting!








